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EDUCATION

Ph.D., Political Science (May 2009): University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Examination Fields: International Relations and Comparative Politics

Dissertation: Deconstructing Democracy and the Implications for International
Conflict Behavior

M.A., Political Science (2003): Indiana State University

Thesis: Russia’s Struggle for Democracy: The Role of the United States,
1993-1998.

B.A., Political Science (1999): Olivet Nazarene University

Certificate, Russian Studies (1998): Lobachevsky State University of Nizhni Novgorod

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS/TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Professor, Northwest Nazarene University, Department of History and Political Science
(Fall 2020-),

Chair, Department of History, Political Science and Criminal Justice, Fall
2018-Present

Associate Professor, Northwest Nazarene University, Department of History and Political
Science (Fall 2016-Spring 2020)

Assistant Professor, Northwest Nazarene University, Department of History and Political
Science (Fall 2014-Spring 2016)

Assistant Professor, Cameron University, Department of History and Government
(Fall 2009-Spring 2014)

Lecturer, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Department of Political Science (Fall
2007-Spring 2009)



Teaching Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Department of Political Science
(Fall 2005-Spring 2009)

Adjunct Lecturer, Carroll University (Summer 2008)

Lecturer, Indiana State University, Department of Political Science
(Spring 2002-Spring 2003)

Graduate Assistant, Indiana State University, Department of Political Science
(Fall 2001-Spring 2003)

PUBLICATIONS

“Protests in Russia’s Regions: The Influence of Regional Governance”. 2022. Social
Science Quarterly 103(1): 5-17

“Shining Light on Hidden Preferences: The Role of Religious Institutions in the 1989
Romanian Revolution.” 2017. Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe 37(6).

“Communist Legacies and Opposition Churches: Religious Behavior in Post-Communist
Europe.” 2016. Religion and Society in Central and Eastern Europe 9(1): 17-35.

Review of Politics and Policies in Post-Communist Transition by Karoly Attila Soos.
2012. Central European Journal of International and Security Studies 6(4): 373-375.

“The Impact of Military Spending on the Likelihood of Democratic Transition Failure:
Testing Two Competing Theories.” 2011. Armed Forces and Society 37(1): 163-179.

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

Presentations

“Social Capital, Governance and Regional Protests in Russia.” Paper presented at the
International Studies Association West Conference. September 24-27, 2020.

“Social Capital, Governance and Willingness to Protest in Russia.” Paper presented at
the Pacific Northwest Political Science Association Meeting. Boise, ID November 7-9,
2019.

“Shining Light on Hidden Preferences: The Role of Religious Institutions in the 1989
Romanian Revolution.” Paper presented at the Pacific Northwest Political Science
Association Meeting. Portland, OR November 10-12, 2016.

“Communist Legacies and Religious Participation: The Role of the State in
Post-Communist Europe.” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association



National Conference. Chicago, IL April 16-19, 2015.

“Diversionary Rhetoric and Russia’s Near Abroad.” Paper presented at the Southwest
Social Science Association Annual Convention. San Antonio, TX April 17-19, 2014.

“Security vs Non-Security Interests in Foreign Policy: Assessing Post 9/11 U.S. Foreign
Aid Allocation.” Paper presented at the International Studies Association Annual
Convention. San Diego, CA April 1-4, 2012.

“Deconstructing Democracy and the Implications for Conflict Outcome.” Paper
presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention. New Orleans, LA
February 17-20, 2010.

“Distinguishing Between Democracies: Developing a New Measure to Study
International Conflict Behavior.” Paper presented at the International Studies
Association Annual Convention. New York, NY February 15-18, 2009.

“The Impact of September 11 on U.S. Foreign Aid Allocation.” Paper presented at the
Midwest Political Science Association National Conference. Chicago, IL April 3-6,
2008.

“Ethnicity, Institutional Constraints and Ethnic Conflict Intervention: An Empirical
Examination.” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association National
Conference. Chicago, IL April 3-6, 2008.

“Variation in the International Conflict Behavior of Democracies: The Role of Domestic
Institutions.” Paper presented at the International Studies Association Annual
Convention. San Francisco, CA March 26-29, 2008.

“The Influence of Emotions on Risk Behavior: An Experimental Examination.” Paper
presented at the International Studies Association Annual Convention. Chicago, IL
March 2, 2007. (With Steven B. Redd)

Discussant/Moderator

Chair. “The Role of Religion in Violence, Human Rights, and Political Conflict.” Panel
at the Midwest Political Science Association National Conference. Chicago, IL April
16-19, 2015.

Discussant and Chair. “Elite Political Behavior.” Panel at the Southwest Social Sciences
Association Annual Convention. San Antonio, TX April 17-19, 2014.

Discussant and Chair. “Political Processes and Institutions.” Panel at the Oklahoma
Political Science Association Annual Meeting. Lawton, OK November 9, 2012.



Discussant, “Terrorism in the South Asian Subcontinent.” Indiana State University, Terre
Haute, IN. September 14, 2002.

RECENT BOOK REVIEWS

Bucking the Buck. Choice. January 2024.

Russia in Africa. Choice. December 2023.

Deception. Choice. July 2023.

Putin’s Wars. Choice. April 2023.

Russian Political Philosophy. Choice. February 2023.

Empires of Eurasia. Choice. November 2022.

European-Russian Power Relations in Turbulent Times. Choice. October 2022.

The Future of the Soviet Past. Choice. June 2022.

GRANTS & AWARDS

Council for Christian Colleges and Universities Planning Grant, 2024

Faculty Award Lecture, Northwest Nazarene University, 2023

Idaho Humanities Council Grant, 2021 and 2023

Professional Development Grant for Russian Language Study in Russia, 2019

Professor of the Year, Cameron University, 2011

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Reviewer, Russian Politics

Reviewer, Religions

Reviewer, International Studies Quarterly

Reviewer, Foreign Policy Analysis

Reviewer, Armed Forces and Society



Undergraduate Academic Council, Northwest Nazarene University, 2024-

Committee on Rank and Tenure, Northwest Nazarene University, 2022-

Lilly Bridging Group, 2021-2022

Faculty Policy Committee, Northwest Nazarene University, 2017-2020

Faculty Advisor for Study Abroad, Northwest Nazarene University, 2016-2019

Faculty Development Committee, Northwest Nazarene University, 2015-2019

Faculty Senate, Cameron University, 2014

Faculty Advisor, Law and Politics Club, Cameron University, 2010-2013

Faculty Advisor, Model UN Club, Cameron University, 2013-2014

Top 30 Committee, Cameron University, 2012-2014

Academic Festival IX-Topic Identification Committee, Cameron University, 2013


